1 Samuel 17 ¢« When Giants Collide

1.

(v.1-3) They were at a place that should have reminded them
that the power of faith is greater than the power of man.

(v.4-11) Satan always first tries to get us to focus on the
overwhelming nature of our earthly situation.

(v.12-19) A spiritual giant is someone that combines the
knowledge of God’s calling with faith in God’s timing.

(v.12-19) God is never late. He allows things to linger while He
prepares those He has called.

(v.20-30) People focused on the earthly factors of a problem
see things in earthly terms; people trusting in God see things in

heavenly terms.

(v.31-37) God prepares us to overcome the “big” spiritual
battles by first testing us with “small”, private battles.

(v.38-40) We do not need the things of this world to overcome
the world, but the things of God.

(v.41-47) Never lose sight that earthly events are just a shadow
of the real heavenly issues at stake.

Q: How is David a “type” or picture of the Messiah?
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Both were born in Bethlehem.

Both were rejected by their brethren. (When David became king
his brethren received him just as the Jews will receive Christ
when He returns the second time.)

David was anointed king years before he was permitted to
reign; Christ is King now but will not reign on earth until Satan is
banished.

King Saul typifies Satan in this age—although rejected and
defeated, he was permitted to reign until David took the
throne; Satan is permitted to persecute God’s people yet will
one day be defeated.

Just as David was sent by his father to the battlefield, so Christ
was sent by His Father to this world.

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions

are undisturbed. But when someone stronger than he attacks him and

overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor on which he had
relied and distributes his plunder. He who is not with Me is against Me;
and he who does not gather with Me, scatters. Luke 11:21-23
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Satan is the strong man guarding his goods (the people under
his control), and Christ is the Stronger Man who overcomes him.

Christ invaded Satan’s kingdom, overcame his power, took his
armor, and now is dividing the spoils by saving lost souls and
making them children of God. This is what David did that day:
He overcame the strong man and allowed Israel to divide the
spoils.

Application: How does the following apply to your approach to
the battles of your life: “Christians do not simply fight FOR
victory, but fight FROM victory, the victory won at the cross”?



